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Kids Should be Inspired to Come up with Ideas: II'T Chief

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Kids-Should-be-1nspired-to-Come-up-with-1deas-
11 T-Chief/2014/06/01/article2257109.ece

HYDERABAD: “We have to believe that youngsters are smarter than us or else society will not move forward.
Here, whenever a child comes up with an idea, mistakes are pointed out. And, before they move ahead, ideas
are squashed,” said Uday B Desai, director, Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad at the 14th Memorial
Oration of Dr KV Rao Scientific Society, organised by the society at BM Birla Science Centre at Adarsh Nagar
here on Saturday.

He urged the audience to encourage observation skills among children. “It is important to inculcate spirit of
scientific inquiry in youngsters. If the spirit is with you, then | believe we will create a more peaceful world. A
lot of myths can be tackled with inculcation of scientific inquiry,” he said.

Dr K V Rao Scientific Society was formed in honour of Dr K V Rao who retired as superintendent chemist
from Geological Survey of India.

Speaking about the purpose of the society, Anil Kumar Kutty, executive member of the society, said that
popularising science among children and creating interest in them to pursue science as career is one of the main
purpose. “Another objective is to ensure encouragement of talent to teach science,” said Anil Kumar. After the
memorial oration, the society’s 14th Annual Science Awards function was held wherein awards were presented
to students in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Applied Science categories.
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3 9fY... http://aajtak.intoday.in/story/hrd-minister-smriti-irani-demands-fund-to-setup-8-new-iits-1-766382.html
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HRD ministry may junk appointment of VCs to 12 central
universities

Akshaya Mukul, TNN | Jun 2, 2014, 04.13 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/HRD-ministry-may-junk-appointment-of-VCs-to-12-central-

universities/articleshow/35919847.cms

NEW DELHI: The HRD ministry is likely to put on hold the process of appointment of vice-chancellors to 12 central
universities. Though shortlisted names have been submitted by most of the search-cum-selection committees barring
the one for Central University of Rajasthan, the ministry is not averse to having a serious relook.

The ministry is likely to argue that search-cum-selection committees were not constituted properly and then request
President Pranab Mukherjee to form fresh search panels. It has been pointed out that one search committee is headed
by a college principal of which IIT director and former VC of Hyderabad University are members.

Another disturbing trend in the search committee is the way outgoing VCs of some of these CUs have been made
members by executive council of other CUs. For instance, Surbhi Banerjee, VC, Central University of Odisha, is on the
search committee of Guru Ghasidas Central University and M M Salunkhe, VC, Central University of Rajasthan, is on the
search committee of Hari Singh Gour Central University.

Senior BJP leader and former HRD minister Murli Manohar Joshi has already asked Mukherjee to put on hold the process
of appointment of vice-chancellors. In the midst of the election process, Joshi had written to former PM Manmohan
Singh, chief election commissioner V S Sampath and Mukherjee and 15 central universities. Joshi had said constitution of
search committees was quite disturbing and "clearly indicates the manipulation by the HRD ministry".

He had requested Mukherjee to get the academic credentials of the shortlisted candidates scrutinized who, he said, "are
not suitable to be appointed as VCs of central universities". He alleged "extra academic reasons for the appointments".
Joshi had said the appointment process should have been initiated six months in advance. He ascribed the rush in
appointments to "pressure of HRD secretary and other officials, who are going to retire in two months time."
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